
 

 

AGENDA 
 

Please contact Karen Coletti at 600-6237 or karen.coletti@fresnolibrary.org if you are unable to attend this meeting. 

 
1) Call to Order.  
 
2) Welcome & Introductions.   

 
3) Adoption of Agenda. 
 
4) Approval of Minutes of June 17, 2013.  Attachment (1) 
 
5) Old Business: 

a) Approval of proposed changes to By-Laws.  Attachment (2-4) 
b) Courthouse Park grounds markers/memorials and sculptures: Courthouse Cupola update. 

(Raven) 
c) Centennial Businesses:  Review and approved application from Fresno Business Journal 

Application.  Attachment (5)  (Raven) 
 

6) New Business: 
a) Approval of Photography Copyright Agreement between Spectrum Art Gallery and the Fresno 

County Historical Landmarks and Records Commission. Attachment (6)  (Pappas) 
b) Approval of Mountain View School House as a Historical School. Attachment (7) (Pappas) 
c) Update on archival binders for the Fresno County Historical Landmarks and Records 

Commission applications.  (Pappas) 
 
7) Reports and Administrative Action Items. 

a) Chairman's Report.  (McFarland)  
 

b) Vice-Chairman’s Report.  (Taylor) 
 

c) Secretary's Report.  (Prysiazny) 
 

8) Public Comment.  Limited to 3 minutes per person. 
 

9) Announcements. 
i) Tour of new San Joaquin Valley Heritage and Genealogy Center for those interested. 

 
Future Meetings  

November 21, 2013 4:00 PM ??? 

 4:00 PM  

 4:00 PM  

 
10) Adjournment. 
  

  
FRESNO COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARKS & RECORDS 

ADVISORY COMMISSION  
October 17, 2013 

4 PM  
Central Library  

2420 Mariposa 

Fresno, CA 93721 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Historical Landmarks and Records Advisory Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

June 17, 2013  

 
The regular meeting of the Historic Landmarks & Records Commission was held at the 
Central Library on June 17, 2013.  
 
Members present:  Randy McFarland, Roger Taylor, Penny Raven, Donald Shantz, 

Susan Pappas, James Kus, Stephen Barile, John Baltierra, Nancy 
Enloe, Ethan Kytle, Janice Stevens, Pat Hunter, Bud Olson, Lou 
Catallo, Penny Raven, Elizabeth Laval. 

 
Members absent:    None.  
  
Members of the public: None. 

 
Call to Order:  Chairman Randy McFarland.  

Welcome to Commissioners and Visitors: Chairman McFarland. 

Approval of Minutes January 17, 2013 

• Moved: 1st  Baltierra; Seconded Kus.  

Review of By-Laws and Moratorium on Review and Acceptance of Applications.  
McFarland and Prysiazny updated Commission on By-Laws, with members providing 
comments.  Moratorium to continue until staff meet with County Counsel and other 
County staff to resolve questions and to present recommended final draft of by-laws to 
Commission at the next meeting.  

Comments from the Public. 

• Pappas updated Commission on the Spectrum Photography Gallery Project.  

• Pappas reported on Historical Landmark applications archival project. 

Records. None. 

Landmarks. None. 

Courthouse Park grounds markers/memorials and sculptures. None. 

Inventory of Historic Sites in Fresno County. Suggestions for other applications. 
None. 

Centennial Farms.  

• Burton Farm application was reviewed.  Approval tabled until a  meeting where 
the Burtons can attend.  
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Centennial Businesses.  

• Raven gave an update on the Fresno Business Journal.  Raven will approach 
Journal with additional questions Commission had regarding application.  

Centennial Communities.   

• Pappas reported that agenda items were approved by Board of Supervisors. 

Centennial Schools.   No update. 

Threatened buildings in the City of Fresno.  No update. 

Threatened buildings in the County of Fresno.  No update. 

Reports and Administrative Action Items. 

a) Chairman’s Report. None. 

b) Vice-Chairman’s Report. Monument restored in Eaton Plaza. 

c) Secretary’s Report: 

Meeting Schedule. 

Meeting Schedule 
Date Time Place 

June 17, 2013   4:00 PM Central Library 

October 17, 2013  4:00 PM Central Library 

November 15, 2013  4:00 PM   

   

   

 
9) Adjourn 6:00 P.M.  



 

 

Fresno County  

Historical Landmarks and Records Commission 

BY-LAWS 

Bylaws - January 1979 

Revised - February 28, 2006 

Revised – November 12, 2013 

 

 

SECTIONS: 

 

I. Membership 

II. Terms of Office 

III. Internal Organization 

IV. Meetings 

V. Quorum 

VI. Termination of Membership 

VII. Powers and Duties 

VIII. Research and Information 

IX. Definitions 

 

I. Membership: 

The Commission shall consist of 17 members appointed by the Board of Supervisors from the 

following: 

   5 - Board of Supervisors Appointees, one from each District 

              12 - General Public Appointees representing regions of Fresno County 

Members are typically those who have training, expertise or a strong interest in preservation, 

architecture, architectural history, engineering and related fields. 

The County Librarian shall serve as Secretary and ex-officio member of the Historical Landmarks 

and Records Advisory Commission without vote. 

II. Terms of Office: 
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Terms shall commence at confirmation and end four years later.  There is no limit on the 

number of terms served.  All terms of office shall be for four years. 

 

III. Internal Organization: 

 

The Historical Landmarks and Records Advisory Commission shall organize by electing from the 

membership a Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  The County Librarian will serve as Secretary to the 

Commission.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall serve for one year.   There shall be no limit 

on the number of years of office. 

 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be elected annually at the first meeting occurring in each 

fiscal year (July to June). 

 

IV. Meetings: 

The Commission shall hold regular meetings at least three times a year at a date and time to be 

fixed by the Commission, and the meetings may be held upon the call of the Chairman or any 

three members. 

V. QUORUM: 

The majority of currently appointed members shall constitute a quorum. 

VI. Termination of Membership: 

Following County Ordinance Code, Chapter 2.68.010: Member Attendance at Meetings: 

Except as otherwise specifically provided by the Ordinance code, a non-elected member of any 

board, commission, committee or council appointed by the Board of Supervisors shall be 

deemed to have resigned his or her membership for absences in excess of the following: 

Two (2) regular meetings in a calendar year if the board, commission, committee or council 

has six or fewer regular meetings per calendar year if a member of the Commission fails to 

attend three consecutive meetings, unless excused by the vote of the Commission for good 

reason, his/her membership shall automatically terminate and his/her successor shall be 

appointed in the manner herein prescribed for the filling of vacancies.  (Ord. 06-006, § 1 

(part); Ord. 02-029, § 1 (part); Ord. 88-003, § 1; Ord. 0-83-022, § 1; Ord. 605, § 1, 1979)  

 Notice: County Ordinance Code, Chapter 2.68.030. 

The secretary to the board, commission, committee or council shall give prompt written notice 

to a member who will be deemed to have resigned his or her membership upon the occurrence 

of one additional absence. Such notice shall contain a statement advising the member of the 



 

 

absences and the consequences thereof together with a copy of this chapter of the ordinance 

code. Failure of the secretary to give notice or failure of the member to receive notice shall not 

alter the automatic resignation provisions of Section 2.68.010. (Ord. 06-006, § 1 (part); Ord. 02-

029, § 1 (part))  

 

Waiver: County Ordinance Code, Chapter 2.68.035. 

Where a member has been absent from meetings such that one additional absence will result 

in an automatic resignation, that member may petition the board of supervisors for a waiver of 

one or more of the prior absences. Such petition may only be made once per calendar year. 

The granting of such petition shall be based on good cause as determined in the sole discretion 

of the board of supervisors. (Ord. 06-019, § 1)  

 

VII. Power and Duties: 

The Historical Landmarks Advisory and Records Commission shall have the following powers 

and duties: 

A. To act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors in promoting,  aiding, and 

 encouraging the preservation of historic landmarks and records; 

B. Study and make recommendations with respect to the establishment of  historic 

 landmarks of county-wide significance; 

C. Establish general policies to carry out the purpose of this chapter and recommend to 

the Board of Supervisors such bylaws, rules, and regulations as in its opinion may be 

required in the carrying on of a historic landmark preservation program; 

D. To acquaint the general public and other public officials of the aims, requirements, and 

 needs of the historic landmark preservation program. 

E. Cooperate with the County Library, City and County Historical Societies and concerned 

local organizations to determine if any of their records are of local historical significance 

and make recommendations to those agencies regarding the final disposition of the 

records. 

F. Maintain a County Register of Historic Resources, which includes buildings, structures, 

objects, sites and districts that have sufficient integrity and are significant in Fresno 

County’s history.   

VIII. Research and Information: 

The County Librarian provides secretarial support as needed, including the preparation of 

agendas, supporting documentation and minutes of meetings.   Should the Commission 

need assistance with historical research they will work with library staff as any other 



 

 

member of the public.   Upon request, the County Librarian provides assistance to County 

Departments needing historical information related to landmarks.  

IX. Definitions: 

a. Historic Landmarks: 

An historic site is an official location where pieces of political, military or social history have 

been preserved. Historic sites are usually protected by law, and many have been recognized 

with the official national historic site status. A historic site is any building, landscape, site or 

structure that is of local, regional, or national significance. 
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HISTORICAL LANDMARKS ADVISORY 

AND RECORDS COMMISSION 

Bylaws - January 1979 

Revised - January 12, 2006 

Approved by Board of Supervisors February 28, 2006 
 

 

SECTIONS: 

 

  Membership 

  Terms of Office 

  Internal Organization 

  Meetings 

  Quorum 

  Termination of Membership 

  Powers and Duties 

  Research and Information 

 

Membership: 

 

The Commission shall consist of 17 members appointed by the Board of Supervisors from the 

following: 

 

  5-Board of Supervisors Appointees 

            12-General Public Appointees Representing Regions of Fresno County 

 

The County Librarian shall serve as ex-officio member of the Historical Landmarks Advisory and 

Records Commission without vote. 

 

Terms of Office: 

 

Terms shall commence at confirmation and end four years later.  There is no limit on the number 

of terms served.  All terms of office shall be for four years. 

 

Internal Organization: 

 

The Historical Landmarks Advisory and Records Commission shall organize by electing from the 

membership a chairman and vice-chairman.  The County Librarian will serve as secretary to the 

Commission.  The chairman and vice-chairman shall serve for one year.   There shall be no limit 

on the number of years of office. 

 

Meetings: 

 

The Commission shall hold regular meetings at least five times a year at a date and time to be 

fixed by it, and the meetings may be held upon the call of the chairman or any three members. 

 

QUORUM: 

 

The majority of currently appointed members shall constitute a quorum. 

 

 

Attachment #3 

Current By-Laws 



 - 2 - 

 

 

Termination of Membership: 

 

If a member of the Commission fails to attend three consecutive meetings, unless excused by the 

vote of the Commission for good reason, his/her membership shall automatically terminate and 

his/her successor shall be appointed in the manner herein prescribed for the filling of vacancies. 

 

Power and Duties: 

 

The Historical Landmarks Advisory and Records Commission shall have the following powers 

and duties: 

 

A. To act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors in promoting,  aiding, and 

 encouraging the preservation of historic landmarks and records; 

 

B. Study and make recommendations with respect to the establishment of  historic 

 landmarks of county-wide significance; 

 

C. Establish general policies to carry out the purpose of this chapter and recommend to 

 the Board of Supervisors such bylaws, rules, and regulations as in its opinion may be 

 required in the carrying on of a historic landmark preservation program; 

 

D. To acquaint the general public and other public officials of the aims, requirements, and 

 needs of the historic landmark preservation program. 

 

E. Cooperate with the County Library, City and County Historical Societies and concerned 

 local agencies to determine if any of their records are of  local historical significance and 

 make recommendations to those agencies regarding the final disposition of the records. 

 

F. Advise the Board of Supervisors on the placement of markers, monuments and sculptures 

 in Courthouse Park, to develop guidelines to support their placement both permanently 

 and temporarily, and to catalog  and maintain the history of  each item placed in the Park.   

 

Research and Information: 

 

The County Librarian may, with the approval of the Commission, prepare manuals, bulletins and 

reviews on historical landmark programs and research, and shall, upon request, give assistance of 

a technical nature to community agencies and organizations having problems related to historical 

landmarks and records. 



 

Fresno County, California, Code of Ordinances >> Title 2 - 

ADMINISTRATION >> Chapter 2.68 BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, 

COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS >>  

Chapter 2.68 BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS 

Sections:  

2.68.010 Member attendance at meetings. 

2.68.030 Notice. 

2.68.035 Waiver. 

2.68.040 Special meetings of the board of retirement. 

2.68.041 Special meetings of the civil service commission. 

2.68.050 Preemption. 

 

 

2.68.010 Member attendance at meetings. 

Except as otherwise specifically provided by this ordinance code, a nonelected member of 

any board, commission, committee or council appointed by the board of supervisors shall be 

deemed to have resigned his or her membership for absences in excess of the following:  

A. 

Two regular meetings in a calendar year if the board, commission, committee or 

council has six or fewer regular meetings per calendar year; or  

B. 

Two consecutive regular meetings or three regular meetings in a calendar year if the 

board, commission, committee or council has from seven to twelve regular meetings 

per calendar year; or  

C. 

Three consecutive regular meetings or five regular meetings in a calendar year if the 

board, commission, committee or council has thirteen or more regular meetings per 

calendar year.  

(Ord. 06-006, § 1 (part); Ord. 02-029, § 1 (part); Ord. 88-003, § 1; Ord. 0-83-022, § 1; Ord. 605, § 1, 1979)  

2.68.030 Notice. 

The secretary to the board, commission, committee or council shall give prompt written 

notice to a member who will be deemed to have resigned his or her membership upon the 

occurrence of one additional absence. Such notice shall contain a statement advising the member of 

the absences and the consequences thereof together with a copy of this chapter of the ordinance 
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code. Failure of the secretary to give notice or failure of the member to receive notice shall not alter 

the automatic resignation provisions of Section 2.68.010.  

(Ord. 06-006, § 1 (part); Ord. 02-029, § 1 (part))  

2.68.035 Waiver. 

Where a member has been absent from meetings such that one additional absence will 

result in an automatic resignation, that member may petition the board of supervisors for a waiver of 

one or more of the prior absences. Such petition may only be made once per calendar year. The 

granting of such petition shall be based on good cause as determined in the sole discretion of the 

board of supervisors.  

(Ord. 06-019, § 1)  

2.68.040 Special meetings of the board of retirement. 

For purposes of this chapter, special meetings of the board of retirement of the county shall 

also be deemed to be regular meetings.  

(Ord. No. 13-001, § 1, 3-12-2013; Ord. 02-029, § 1 (part))  

2.68.041 Special meetings of the civil service commission.  

For purposes of this chapter, special meetings, including adjudicatory hearings, of the civil 

service commission of the county shall also be deemed to be regular meetings, except that each 

adjudicatory hearing shall be considered one regular meeting regardless of the number of hearing 

days. Further, the reference in section 2.68.010(C) to "Three consecutive regular meetings" shall not 

apply to the civil service commission of the county.  

(Ord. No. 13-001, § 1, 3-12-2013)  

2.68.050 Preemption. 

This chapter shall supersede any approved bylaw, rules or regulations relating to absences 

by members of such boards, commissions, committees or councils.  
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